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Cutbacks in military funding and staffing 

have caused the Active Duty Military 

Forces to reduce the traditional Military 

Funeral Honors to just the core elements 

required by the law which is a two person 

uniformed detail to fold and present the 

American Flag, and play Taps. 

The American Legion, Jessie C. Lynch 

Memorial, Post 71 of North Augusta, 

South Carolina has assembled a 

Ceremonial Corps that upon request 

can provide the below listed elements 

of a Military Funeral Honors. 

•  Flag Folding 

•  Playing of Taps 

•  Rifle Detail 

•  Flag Presentation 

•  Color Guard 

•  Pallbearers 

A United States flag drapes the casket 

of deceased veterans to honor the 

memory of their service to the 

country. The ceremonial folding and 

presentation of the flag is a moving 

tribute of lasting import to the 

veteran's family. 



The flag is placed on a closed 

casket so the union blue field 

is at the head and over the 

left shoulder of the deceased. 

After TAPS is played, the flag is 

carefully folded into the symbolic  

tri-cornered shape. 

During the folding of the flag a three 

volley rifle salute is traditionally fired 



The flag is then presented as a 

keepsake to the next of kin or 

an appropriate family member.  

If no claim is made for the flag 

by the next of kin, it may be 

given, upon request, to a close 

friend or associate of the 

deceased veteran. 



If your loved one served on active duty in any branch 

of the United States Armed Forces and you would like 

to have the Military Honors rendered at their funeral, 

contact: 

 



The Ceremonial Corps has two other members 

that depending on scheduling conflicts may or 

may not be available. 

 

1. Bagpiper – Ron Pieper.  Ron is also a member 

of the Palmetto Pipes & Drums. He is 

available, schedule permitting, and can play 

either one or both of the hymns, Going Home 

and Amazing Grace. 

 

2. Photographer – Bobby Hamilton. Bobby 

usually accompanies us and takes very 

discrete pictures during the funeral.  Mr. 

Hamilton can, upon advance request make a 

video of the Gravesite Ceremony.  In order to 

ensure we honor the families wishes we ask 

that you please inform the Funeral Home 

Director as to your preferences for the 

photographers presence.  If you have 

requested his presence, please be sure the 

Funeral Home Director or one of the 

Ceremonial Corps members has your address 

and we will be glad to either deliver or mail 

to you a CD, at no cost, with the pictures or 

video taken. 
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