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Commanders Comments
{Ron Price} 

As this newsletter comes to print, it is with great 
sorrow that I must report to you that Post 71 
Commander Ralph Wainright is in the hospital 
fighting for his life.  While he is holding his own, he 
will need triple bypass surgery and several months 
to recuperate.  As you know, The Post must 
continue to do its day-to-day operations. The 
Executive Committee conducted an emergency 
meeting on December 19th and appointed Ron 
Price as Post 71 Commander.  As your 
commander, I ask that you keep Ralph and his 
family in your prayers.  They have a long road 
ahead.   
  
I would like to express for Ralph, The Post’s 
sincere thanks for everyone’s participation in the 
Post Potluck Christmas Celebration.  Of particular 
note is the Famous Johnson Family who spent all 
day cooking in the Post kitchen.   
  
Also, I would like to express for Ralph, The Post’s 
appreciation for its participation for Wreaths Across 
America on December 15th. 

Commanders Comments
{Ralph Wainright} 

Happy New Year!!!  Can you believe that its 2019 already. The American Legion will be celebrating its 100 
birthday this year.  Take a moment and think about the founders of the American Legion in 1919 and how it has 
grown and continues to grow.  It’s an organization of Veterans helping Veterans. 
   I'm looking forward to another GREAT year at Post 71. As I have said before and will continue to say, Post 71 
is the largest most active Post in District 15 and Aiken County.  It has the only American Legion Riders Chapter, 
and has one of three Ceremonial Teams in the State of SC.  With new members we can only get better, 
because with new members comes new ideas on ways to make Post 71 better. 
   Talk about new ideas, we have a wonderful building, but we need to use it for more than just our weekly 
breakfast and monthly General Membership meeting.  So if you have an idea let the Ex Com know. 
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Upcoming Events

Dec 30th: Tree planting in memory of Jerry Morin @ 7:30am 
@ Post 71 

Jan 1st: HAPPY NEW YEAR 

Jan 5th: Post 192 in Evans, GA will have their annual Polar 
Bear Run. Registration from 8am-10am. KSU @ 10:30am 

Jan 3rd: ExCom meeting @ 6pm 

Jan 21st: Martin Luther King Jr Day 

Jan 21st: ALR Meeting @ 6pm 

Jan 28th: General Membership Meeting (District 15 Mtg) @ 
6pm 

Feb 2nd: Groundhog Day 

Feb 7th: ExCom Meeting @ 6pm 

Feb 14: Valentines Day 

Feb 18th: President’s Day 

Feb 18th: ALR Meeting @ 6pm 

Feb 25th: General Membership Meeting @ 6pm 

http://www.napost71.org
http://www.napost71.org
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Our Post mortgage has been reduced, but we still have a long way to go.  The Ex Com has been trying to 
come up with ideas to finish paying off the mortgage. So I’m asking you to consider making a monthly donation 
of $20.00 a month to the building fund to help retire our mortgage.  If you’re not a member of the $20 Bucks a 
month club and would like to join, fill out a pledge form and turn it into me.  All donations are tax deductible.   
Post Officers, with the New Year, it will soon be time for the nominating committee to begin ask members to 
consider accepting a position on the Executive Committee.  That being said, it’s time for you to consider 
becoming an active part of the legion and become a member of the Executive Committee (Ex Com).  It’s an 
opportunity for you to help make the decisions to better Post 71. If you would like to be an elected or appointed 
member of the Ex Com, let Dick Dibble or Bob Ramsey know. 
   Fund Raisers. If you have an idea on a fund raiser to help raise funds for the post, let our 2nd Vice 
Commander Randy Mosley know. Randy has been working hard and has come up with some great ideas.  We 
are planning on moving forward as the year progresses, but Randy cannot do it alone or by himself. We not 
only need new ideas, but we need volunteers to help support new ideas and our post fund raisers 

January Birthdays

William Ater, Alvin Boone, Robert Powers, Charles Smith, Van Williams, Michael Redmon, Steve Rice, Jason 
Swenson, Roy Walker, Kenneth Carpenter, Richard Eldred, Samuel Jones, Ronnie Koss, Edvins Rieksts, 
Harold Phillips, Richard Flippo, Robert Shimp 

February Birthdays

Gene McCarthy, Leroy Brown, Howard Lobaugh, Tommy Smith, T Wetherington, Gerald French, George 
Hensley, Leonard Cigich, Johnny Williams, Rodney Scherr, Patti Graham, Robert Sweeney, Clyde Hall, Leo 
Buckner, Bobby Etheredge, James Bell, Arnold Wilde, Al Arnold, Joseph Wilkes, Leroy Buncomb, William 
Bishop, John Piquette 

Finance Officer
{Web Curl} 

   The Post Hall mortgage now stands at about $75,000 while our cash in bank and investments remain solid, 
totaling about $122,000. Operating revenues have slowed considerably as all major fund raisers are done for 
the year and there are currently none planned until last quarter of 2019. Donations for the Building Fund have 
also decreased significantly on a monthly basis and funds are being used from the operating fund to cover the 
building mortgage. Market investments have been left alone throughout 2018 and now have a market value of 
about $68,000 compared to the beginning of 2018 when investments had a market value of about $72,000. 
The decision was made at the EXCOM to not pay off the building mortgage early. We will continue to make 
regular monthly mortgage payments going forward. 

Membership
{Glen Schmolze, 1st Vice CDR} 

   Alright Gals and Guys we are already into our 6th month of our 2019 membership year and we still have 95 
members who have not renewed for 2019. Some of you may be confused as you have a 2018 card however, 
our 2019 membership started on July 1st 2018 and runs to June 30th 2019. So, I encourage those outstanding 
members to renew as soon as possible. A tidbit of information Post 0071 is the most active post in Aiken county 
and the reason for this is that we have been able to retain our membership. So, please renew as soon as 
possible and I also encourage you to try and recruit new members as a lot of our members have gone to post 
ever lasting. National has also initiated an incentive this year if we retain a 100% membership for 2019 our post 
will receive a $2500.00 reward and if we can recruit an additional 20 members Post 0071 will receive an 
additional $5000.00. This is something I believe could be accomplished provided our members make an effort 
to recruit new members. Lets get off the sidelines and get up to bat and give our post the pride it deserves.May 
God watch over you and your families and keep them safe and a Merry Christmas and a Happy New year to all 
my fellow veterans.         
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Public Affairs
{Ray Willis}  

 How Many Vets Does It Take to Hang a Sign? 
  
It was like hearing one of those old jokes I had heard so often in the past: “How many of Santa's elves does it 
take to change a light bulb?”  I was about to leave a recent American Legion Post 71, Wednesday morning 
breakfast, when I heard much commotion, ideas and commands being shouted, such as, “Nah, it's got to come 
down more on the left.”  “No, bring it up on the right,” suggested another vet, also willing to be part of the 
hanging of a large sign to one of the walls of our building.  It reminded me of a skit from an old Red Skelton or 
Carol Burnett show.  These Legionnaires were trying their best to help with the project.  The sign was to be 
hung on a prominent section of the wall.  Earlier, at breakfast, Bill Angell, Vice Commander of Exterior, had 
leaned over to me and asked if I would help him hang a sign when most had left the building.  By the time I had 
finished helping empty the trash, I could readily see that Bill wouldn't be needing my help. Why, he had at least 
a dozen veterans doing their best to assist him!  Kevin Joy, our hard-working Sergeant-at-Arms, was standing 
on a step ladder holding the bottom left of the sign.  Bill was standing on another step ladder with the right 
bottom of the sign balanced in his hands.  A third guy, I didn't know, was mounted on some other kind of object 
with a small, bubble level affixed to the bottom of the sign, about a third of the way over from the bottom of the 
left side.  I laughed to myself, at what appeared to be, a fiasco.  From the vantage point of the stage, elevated 
for a better view of the whole undertaking, I could hear Ron Price, one of our State Commanders: “Nah, I don't 
care whether you've got a level on it or not, it's still too low on the left.”  Our two Auxiliary members, the 
Carolyns, one the wife of Ron, and the other, wife of our Post Commander, Ralph Wainright, surely had their 
own views but seemed to be containing them.  As I neared one of the exit doors, at a moment, when I felt Bill 
would be in no danger of falling off his ladder, I shouted to him: “I don't think you're going to be needing my 
help, after all.”  He looked back with a smirk and waved me off.  I noticed last night, at a meeting, that the sign 
had been well hung.  You just can't beat the willingness of vets trying to help one another, no matter what the 
cause or task at hand, especially at Post 71 in North Augusta.  Come on down, veterans of any age, or branch 
of service, and join us. 

Chaplains Report
{Jeff Baumgardner} 

Members that are in the hospital include:  
Ralph Wainright: had a massive heart attack and has to have a triple bypass surgery. Currently in ICU. 

Members that are at home include: 
Stan Bryant, Raymond Deal, Rick Jordan, Charles Harris, Danny Storey, Melvin Bozeman recovering from hip 
surgery. Don Hastings had back surgery.   Dr. Marvin Buncher is 96 at home under his wife’s care and would 
appreciate contact @ 1902 Whitebark Ave. North Augusta, SC 
Our oldest Post member 99 yr. old  J. H. “Jug Head” Wilson, 1003 Spruce Ct N. Augusta, SC 803-279-0408, 
would appreciate a visit or phone call 

Members that are residing in nursing homes include: 
Frank Conoly & John Gleie @ Pruitt, Faber Hance @ Carlyle Senior Care of Aiken 

Members who have gone on to Post Everlasting:   
James Harris, Robert Cutting, Robert Daniels, Jessie McCormick, Leonard Garvin, William Weger 

You can reach Jeff Baumgardner (Assistant Chaplain) @ 803-279-7100 
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Auxiliary 
{Carolyn Wainright} 

November was a busy month for the Auxiliary. November 9-10 the Auxiliary had a very successful two day 
Poppy Sale. I want to thank all of the Legionnaires and Auxiliary members that helped to make it such a 
success.  November 12 the Auxiliary had a soup luncheon for all those who attended the Veteran’s Day 
Ceremony. We had 13 different kinds of soup and a variety of desserts to serve. I want to thank all of the 
Auxiliary members for all their hard work and time put into making it a great success.  For Education Week, 
November 12-16, we filled baskets with apples and candy for the teachers and librarians at the seven schools 
in North Augusta.  In December we will be distributing poinsettias to veterans at the assisted living and nursing 
homes in North Augusta. Unit 71 Auxiliary would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 

Judge Advocate 
{Dick Dibble} 

#1-Proposed updates/changes/additions to Post 71 By-Laws approved 28 April 2014. 

Article IV, Duties of Officers & Committee Chairpersons 

Summary: To allow a non-voting Executive Committee Member, duly appointed by the newly elected Post 
Commander, to act in the absence of the duly elected Executive Committee Member. 

Change article to read: 
Article IV, Duties of Officers, Committee Chairpersons & Appointed Non-Voting Members 

After Section 15, add new Section 16: 
Section 16. Duties and Responsibilities of Appointed non-voting Executive Committee Members - Post 
election, the newly elected Post Commander may appoint a non-voting member as an assistant to each newly 
elected Executive Committee Member, subject to the approval of the newly elected Executive Committee (Ref: 
Post 71 By-Laws, Art. II Management, Section 3). The purposes of these non-voting Executive Committee 
position/members are: 
1. To act as assistant to the elected Executive Committee Officer to which he/she has been appointed. 
2. To gain knowledge and experience in the Operations and Administration of the Post’s business. 
3. To participate in and provide constructive input during Executive Committee discussions. 
4. In the absence of an elected Executive Committee member at an Executive Committee meeting, the 

appointed non-voting member may stand in for the absent elected Executive Committee member. 
5. In the absence of an elected Executive Committee member at an Executive Committee meeting, the 

appointed non-voting member may participate as a “vote by proxy” member when the elected Executive 
Committee member is absent, and be prepared to become a full voting member if the elected member 
leaved the Executive Committee for any reason. 
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#2-Proposed updates/changes/additions to Post 71 Constitution approved 28 April 2014. 

Article V- Officers, Section 4 

Summary: To incorporate/accommodate a reference to the updates/changes/addition to Post 71 By-Laws, 
Article IV, Section 16. 

Section 4 currently reads: The Elected Officers serving on the Executive Committee, with the exception of the 
Post Adjutant, will be voting members. The Adjutant, all appointed members and representatives from the other 
“Post 71 Subsidiary Organizations” will be allowed to actively participate in all business decision discussions; 
however, with the exception of the Adjutant, such personnel will not have a vote for approval/disapproval.  The 
only time the Adjutant will have a vote will be in the case of a tie, and his/her vote will be counted as the tie-
breaker.  Each Executive Committee member must be present to vote; has only one vote; and all votes count 
equally. 

Change Section 4 to read: The Elected Officers serving on The Executive Committee will be Voting Members.  
All appointed non-voting members and representatives from the other “Post 71 Subsidiary Organizations” will 
be allowed to actively participate in all business decision discussions. The only time the appointed Adjutant will 
have a vote will be in the event there is a tie vote and his/her vote will be counted as the tie-breaker.  Each 
Elected Executive Committee Member must be present to vote and has only one vote and all votes count 
equally. In the absence of an elected Executive Committee member, the appointed non-voting Executive 
Committee member may stand-in and assume the voting/decision-making role of the Executive Committee 
position which he/she represents. (Ref. Post 71 By-Laws, Art. IV, Duties of Officers, Committee Chairpersons & 
Non-voting Members, Section 16). 

#3-Proposed updates/changes/additions to Post 71 Constitution approved 28 April 2014. 

Article V - Officers, Section 3 

Summary: To remove and correct conflicting language bringing Post 71 Constitution into compliance with State 
and National Constitutions. Historically, the Post 71 Post Adjutant has always been an appointed position by 
the newly elected Commander. 

Section 3 currently reads: The Elected Officers of Post 71 shall be: a Commander (Chairman); a 1st Vice 
Commander (Vice Chairman); a 2nd Vice Commander; a 3rd Vice Commander; a 4th Vice commander; a 
Finance Officer (Treasurer); a Post Historian; a Post Chaplain; a Sergeant-at-Arms; a Post Judge Advocate; a 
Post Adjutant (Secretary); a Post Service Officer; and four (4) Officers “At Large”. In addition, the Post 
Commander may appoint any other Executive Committee Members, as deemed necessary, subject to the 
approval of the Post Executive Committee. 

Change Section 3 to read: 

The Elected Officers of Post 71 shall be: a Commander (Chairman); a 1st Vice Commander (Vice Chairman); a 
2nd Vice Commander; a 3rd Vice Commander; a 4th Vice Commander; a Finance Officer (Treasurer); a Post 
Historian; a Post Chaplain; a Sergeant-at-Arms; a Post Judge Advocate; a Post Service Officer; and four (4) “At 
Large”.  In addition, the Post Commander shall appoint a Post Adjutant (Secretary) and any other Executive 
Committee Members, as deemed necessary, subject to the approval of the Post Executive Committee. 
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 2018-2019  LEGION OFFICERS 
Commander: Ralph Wainright / Ron Price 
Adjutant: Lisa Lane 
Chaplain:  
1st Vice Commander: Glen Schmolze  
1st Vice Assistant: Greg Trock 
2nd Vice Commander: Randy Mosley  
3rd Vice Commander: Sam Whitaker 
4th Vice Commander/ Assistant QM: Bill Angell 
Finance Officer: Web Curl 
Assistant Finance Officer: John Zentz  
Staff Judge Advocate: Dick Dibble  
Historian: Don Rhodes 
Museum: Ron Pieper 
Service Officer: Dwight Bradham Jr.  
Public Affairs: Ray Willis 
Sergeant at Arms/CC/Quartermaster: Kevin Joy 
VA/VS Officer: Odus Francis 
ExCom at Large #1: Ron Price 
ExCom at Large #2: Jeff Baumgardner  
ExCom at Large #3: Kevin Joy 
ExCom at Large #4: Ed Vanderhoff


