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Commanders Comments
{Ralph Wainright} 

It looks as though Fall may be coming, 
and I hope you like a lot of us are glad to 
see this HOT summer behind us. I hope 
that everyone has had an opportunity to 
take a little vacation, to go visit family, 
friends or to see a part of this great nation 
that we serve.    

I'm sure you have noticed a few new faces 
around the Legion Hall, as we are getting 
a lot of new members or transfers. Its 
everyone's responsibility to help out with 
membership. If you see a veteran in your 
travels ask them to come to a meeting or 
event at the Post Home. Since 2016 we 
have had 100% on our membership goal. 
Working together we will be able to keep 
meeting or exceeding that goal. 

There is never a dull moment around the 
Post. There is always something that 
needs fixing, cleaning or adjusting. The 
problem is there's only a few people that 
help out. So if you would like to assist 
contact myself or a member of the Ex 
Com. The Post really needs volunteers for 
kitchen help, Ed said you do not need 
to know how to cook, he just needs some 
help in prep and clean up.  The 
Ceremonial Team also needs some help.  
It gets harder to get a team together to 
render Military Honors, so If you can shoot 
a rifle or help fold a flag, contact Kevin 
Joy. 

We currently have a couple of fund raisers 
going on, the Post Golf Tournament to 
beheld on October 1st at Mount Vintage 
Plantation Golf Course. Ron Pieper is the 
chairperson for this event, but Ron can't 
do it all by himself. So if you would like 
to get a team together and play go to our 
website to register; www.napost71.org, or 
if your not playing we need volunteers to 
assist during the event.  Also we are 
selling Gun Give Away tickets for the 
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Upcoming Events
Sept 1st: Bike 4 Vets Bike Show & Cook-off @ 2pm @ 3841 Richland 
Ave. Aiken 

Sept 3rd: Labor Day 

Sept 10th: Flag disposal ceremony @7pm 

Sept 13th: ExCom Meeting @ 6pm 

Sept 15th: ALR Meet & Greet in Rock Hill @ 1pm 

Sept 17th: ALR Meeting @ 6pm 

Sept 20th: Dinner & Game Night @ 6pm 

Sept 20th: Spaghetti Dinner @ Fisher House 

Sept 22nd: Ground breaking ceremony in Bath @1pm @ Veterans Park 

Sept 22nd: Membership revitalization @ Post 26 @8am-2pm 

Sept 22nd-23rd: ALR Maggie Valley Ride 

Sept 24th: Membership Meeting @ 6pm 

Sept 25th: Bike Night @ SnoCap @ 6pm 

Sept 28-30th: Legion Conference in Columbia  

Sept 29th: Cruzin 4 a Cure @ Aiken Motorcycle. Registration 9-10:30am 
KSU @ 11am 

Oct 1st: Golf Tournament @ Mount Vintage @ 12 

Oct 7th: Washing Korean Memorial in DC @ 6-8am 

Oct 8th: Columbus Day 

Oct 11th: ExCom Meeting @ 6pm 

Oct 15th: ALR Meeting @ 6pm 

Oct 18th: Dinner & Game Night @ 6pm 

Oct 20th: Auxiliary Pancake breakfast @ 7:30-10:30am. $5 @ Post 71 

Oct 23rd: District 15 Meeting @ Post 26 @ 7pm 

Oct 26th: 8a-12p Homeless Veteran Stand Down @ Augusta VA 

Oct 29th: Membership Meeting @ 6pm 

Oct 31st: Halloween
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National Wildlife Turkey Foundation. Contact Randy Mosley to get tickets to sell. I would like for each of you to 
get 25 tickets and sell to help out with this fund raiser. 

I'm trying to get the Post more involved in the community. I would like for the Post to have a coat drive for 
homeless veterans. If you will  clean out your closet and any coats that you do not wear bring them into the 
Post not later than the October monthly general membership meeting. We will get them to the VA to distribute 
to homeless veterans.  

I'm not sure if you have heard but the American Legion will be celebrating its 100th Birthday next year, but we 
are starting the celebration early. Some of the members are wearing 100th Birthday shirts and hats. I would ask 
each of you to come up with ideas on how Post 71 can celebrate the  Legions 100th Birthday. Post 71 will be 
celebrating its 87th birthday in March of 2019. 

I'm also looking for photos of members in uniform so we can add them to the museum. So dig out the old photo 
albums and bring in or email (post71commander@gmail.com) a photo of you in uniform.  If you are not 
receiving email updates from the Post Commander and have an email address, please send an email to me to 
be added to the list. 

September Birthdays

John Drew, Malcolm Hitt, Thomas Felak, Diana Davis, Alonzo Haymans, Alfred Schoenfelder, Robert Lemon, 
Jackie Glover, William Weger, Jake Farr, Kenneth Rogaski, Albert Stevens, George Jones, Nathan Casteel, 
James Travis, Joseph Hall, T Gentry, Daniel Schultze, Clarence Smith, Dwight Bradham, Ronald Sharp, 
William Mullis, Ronald Carrne, J Younginer, Arthur Biggs, Wayne Funderburg, Mark Rahn, Randy Mosley, J 
Rogers 

October Birthdays

John Gleie, Chad Heller, Robert Hommel, David Freebern, Damon Wright, Dwight Bradham Jr, Matthew Taylor, 
Keith Jeno, Curtis Trotter, Gary McCall, R Carden, Kenneth Wingeier, Bill Specht, Bobby Snider, Richard 
Benton, James Purcell, John Williams, Kendall Eaton, Alex Haskell, Donald Fields, Robert Lang, William 
Corley, Charles Nail, Cornelius Fleeman, Jeff Baumgardner, Yancy Skinner, George Young, Milton Summerall, 
Robert Lamm, Richard Simpson 

November Birthdays

Charles Smiley, Robert Williams, Dawn Redmon, Larry Harper, Charles Robertson, David Frey, Leighton 
Johnson, John Altoonian, Edward Zeigler, Theron Donahue, John Smith, William Hall, Rick Bernardi, Randall 
Faulkner, Johnny Rowland, Henry Bodie, Levi Smith, M.S. Ziegler, Robert Scott, Miguel Pereyo, Darrell Young, 
Jamie Rumbaugh, Gregory Trock, Dawn Diver, Herbert Smith, Melvin Boseman, Mark Owen 

December Birthdays

Patrick Sizemore, Matt Fitzpatrick, Scott Wolfe, William Walker, Douglas Abercrombie, Danny Storey, Paul 
Fernandes, John Vanorden, Thomas Weathers, Paul Harless, Stan Bryant, Rickey LePard, Frank Berry, James 
Harris, Kevin Williams, Barry Clark, Don Rhodes, Randy Cooper, Patricia Hannan, Robert Terry 

Adjutant
{Lisa Lane} 

If your birthday is not listed, it is because it is not updated on the MyLegion.org website.  I can update it for you 
or you can do it yourself.  Just send me an email with the date and I can fix it for you. You can reach me @ 
napost71@gmail.com 

Finance Officer
{Web Curl} 

The Post 71 financial posture remains strong as of August 2018. Most importantly, the Post Hall mortgage now 
stands at about $85,000 while our cash in bank and investments total about $115,000. This means that Post 71 
has a positive asset to mortgage balance of about $30,000. This has been achieved through a couple of large 
fund raiser events over the past year along with the significant revenues raised through the charity bingo 
operation we have sponsored since last December. Unfortunately, the promoter for our bingo operation notified 
us that he will cease operations at the end of August 2018. It is unlikely that we can, or will, pursue another 
bingo operation in the near term so it is even more critical that in the coming months we fully support our 
upcoming fund raisers – the annual golf tournament and the NWTF raffle. We will need to rely on these fund 
raisers even more heavily given the loss of the bingo operation revenues at the end of this month. 
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Membership
{Glen Schmolze, 1st Vice CDR} 

My fellow veterans, I bid you welcome. I am sure you have been receiving your notice from National to renew 
your 2019 membership. Retaining membership is a vital part of keeping our Post 71 vital in order to support our 
community and fellow veterans, so I encourage you to renew your membership as soon as possible as we are 
hoping for the 4th year in a row to retain at least 100% renewal and one new member. This is not an easy task 
and will require the efforts of all of our members and I can't over overstate this, this last year we only had eight 
members who recruited new members and we have 404 current members. I have heard that there are over 
2,000 veterans living in and around North Augusta and you can bet that it's probably a rather sure thing that 
any home flying an american flag is a veteran, so lets make an effort to approach our fellow veterans and 
encourage them to become a part of Post 71. You can pick up applications from the entrance table at the post 
and it may not mean much, but you and the new member will receive a free breakfast.  So guys and gals, lets 
first renew our memberships.  Renewing online is easy and saves your cost of a stamp. Just log into 
www.mylegion.org and just complete a few easy steps. You will receive your receipt in a few seconds and I will 
get your 2019 membership card in the mail. Easy wasn't it?  Ok, lets summarize, we have a 2018 current 
membership at 404 members, of which 230 members have renewed which is approximately 57% of our total 
membership, leaving 174 more members to renew to reach our 100%.  Hope this wasn't confusing but the 
bottom line is we need to stay members of Post 71 and recruit new members. Lets have a GREAT 2019 
membership drive and may God bless America and keep you all safe.                

Auxiliary
{Carolyn Wainright} 

The officers of Unit 71 Auxiliary were very excited about our first meeting which was held July 30, 2018. We 
started our meeting with seven guests and ended our meeting with five new members. We have also had two 
more ladies become members several days later. Everyone seems very interested in our future events and 
willing to help. We have many events coming up this year that will keep us very active.  For the month of 
August we have been busy buying school supplies for the children at Helping Hands. They will be delivered the 
end of the month.  In Oct. we will be volunteering at the Sno-Cap on Tuesdays from 11:00a.m.-1:30 p.m. where 
we will be greeting people and helping out. 

Keep Oct. 20, 2018 open to come to Post 71 for a Pancake Breakfast. It will be from 7:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m. We 
will be serving pancakes, sausage, juice, and coffee. The price will be $5.00 per adult and $2.50 for children 
under six years old. Hope to see you there.  For all who are interested in coming to our meetings. We meet on 
the last Monday of the month (the same day as the Legion). Our meetings start at 6:45 p.m. but you are 
welcome to come at 6:00 p.m. and eat with the Legion members and then come to our meeting after you eat.   
If you would like to join the Auxiliary membership is $30 a year. If you need a membership form you can see 
Linda Smiley or myself. You can make your check out to American Legion Auxiliary Unit 71 or ALA Unit 71. You 
can mail your membership to American Legion Auxiliary Unit 71, P.O. Box 8013, North Augusta, S.C. 29861 or 
you can bring it to a meeting.  Hope to see you at our next meeting. 

Public Affairs
{Ray Willis}  

Press continues to publish important, upcoming events.  If you have an event coming up, just email Ralph or 
me, for proper authorization.  I’m willing to help anyone compose or edit an upcoming event notice.  Best to 
everyone.   

Take Me Out to the Ball Game 

That is, when it's not another Augusta GreenJackets rain out.  Going to Green Jackets ball games with my 
friend and his wife has been almost a lost cause over the past two seasons. Just about half of the games we've 
attended have been rained out.  However, it's the whole outing that makes the experience worthwhile. Bill and 
his wife, Peppy, and my wife and I always have a good time at the park. 

The girls always have plenty to gab about, and Bill and I like to walk around the park and take in the 
surroundings.  Nights that the GreenJackets and supporting staff are giving free handouts is always a pleasure 
for Bill.  I just kind of tag along, happy to be in his company.  Last year my wife, Judy, and I purchased a deal 
where we paid for 11 home games at the old park.  Last week Bill had extra tickets and asked if Judy and I 
would like to see a ball game at the new SRP Park, new home for the GreenJackets in North Augusta.  The 
weather didn't look too promising, but we picked up Bill and Peppy and drove off to the ball park anyhow.  We 
always enjoy the food, and did, this evening, also. I can't remember the last time I had a bratwurst sandwich. 
Yummy!  Oh, I almost forgot, Bill is an usher at the new ball park. He loves his job and knows all the right 
people to know on staff, and most of the fans seem to like him, as well.  I remember when I first started sitting 
with Bill Angell at Wednesday morning breakfasts at our American Legion Post 71, located, not too far from the 
new the ball park.  Bill seemed rather quiet and shy.  Boy! Did he ever come out of his shell. He is friend to so 
many at the post and at the new ball park. 
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Why, he went up to the mayor like they were best buds. The mayor was to have thrown out the first ball on this 
particular evening.  Did you know Mayor Bob Petit is also a member of our post? In fact, so is current governor, 
McMaster!  I was a little reluctant about turning around and saying “hello” to the mayor. I did, however, and 
introduced myself as the public affairs guy at the post. He was very friendly to me.  I love meeting celebrities, 
but I keep it short and sweet.  Former Red Sox great Carl Yastrzemski's daughter and my stepdaughter 
graduated from Boston University in the same year. 

Carl and I were the only ones who stood up in a jam-packed auditorium at the same time to use the john. I kept 
that meeting short and sweet also, as I did upon meeting Henry Cabot Lodge on the Staten Island ferry when 
he was running as Veep for Nixon.  Maybe next year my friends and Judy and I will finally see a GreenJackets 
game not actually rained out. 

Chaplains Report
{Jodie Galloway} 

Encouragement: Acts 10:38 “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit power who went about 
doing good and healing all that were oppressed of the devil, for God was with Him.” 

Members that are at home include: 

Stan Bryant, Raymond Deal, Rick Jordan, Charles Harris, Marvin Buncher, Danny Storey, Melvin Bozeman 
recovering from hip surgery. Don Hastings had back surgery. Jamie Rumbaugh had a heart cath done on 
August 27, 2018 

Members that are residing in nursing homes include: 

Dan Daniels @ NHC, Paul Harless @ Hammond Place, Leonard Gavin and Frank Conoly & John Gleie @ 
Pruitt, Faber Hance @ Carlyle Senior Care of Aiken 

Members who have gone on to Post Everlasting:  Charles Wayne Ford on August 15, 2018 

You can reach Jodie Galloway @ 803-279-7020 and Jeff Baumgardner (Assistant Chaplain) @ 803-279-7100 

Kitchen
{Ed Vanderhoff} 

The kitchen needs volunteers to help in the preparation and cleaning of the kitchen. The kitchen staff is asking 
anyone that may have photos pertaining to any functions in the kitchen. They are trying to create a collage of 
photos over the past 30 plus years.  If you would like to volunteer to assist in the kitchen or become part of the 
kitchen staff, contact Ed Vanderhoff @ 803-215-7106.  

4th Vice Commander
{Bill Angell} 

I have installed extensions on our down spouts to get water away from building, Also have started pressure 
washing around the outside with the wall being completed still have sidewalks to do so could use some help 
there.  Have replaced the wheels on the Hot Boxes in Kitchen and canteen.  Remember September is the 
month we will be busing table and washing dishes at the Snow Cap on Tuesdays from 11:30 - 1:30 please 
come out and support this.  We all have to eat so support us when you come in to eat a lunch! 
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 2018-2019  LEGION OFFICERS 
Commander: Ralph Wainright 
Adjutant: Lisa Lane 
Chaplain: Jodie Galloway 
1st Vice Commander: Glen Schmolze  
1st Vice Assistant: Greg Trock 
2nd Vice Commander: Randy Mosley  
3rd Vice Commander: Sam Whitaker 
4th Vice Commander/ Assistant QM: Bill Angell 
Finance Officer: Web Curl 
Assistant Finance Officer: John Zentz  
Staff Judge Advocate: Dick Dibble  
Historian: Don Rhodes 
Museum: Ron Pieper 
Service Officer: Dwight Bradham Jr.  
Public Affairs: Ray Willis 
Quartermaster:  
Sergeant at Arms/CC: Kevin Joy 
VA/VS Officer: Odus Francis 
ExCom at Large #1: Ron Price 
ExCom at Large #2: Jeff Baumgardner  
ExCom at Large #3: Kevin Joy 
ExCom at Large #4: Ed Vanderhoff
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