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Commanders Comments
{Ralph Wainright} 

As we come to the close of another great year 
2018, and what a great year it has been. Take 
a moment and reflect on all the things that the 
post has been involved in to help our 
Veterans, Community and Youth.  All these 
things help make us the Best Post in District 
15, 100% membership, 1st Place in 
Community Service just to name a few.  I 
contribute this to the Legionnaires that have 
come forward and volunteered to help make 
this happen. The more members we have, the 
better we are, so if you see a veteran ask 
them to come to one of our functions or 
meeting.  We have came a long way on our 
Post Home mortgage, but we still owe @ 
$80,000. The 2nd Vice Commander, Finance 
Officer and myself are working hard to get our 
building paid off. If you would like to make a 
donation to help out with the mortgage contact 
myself or the finance officer. You know it is the 
season for giving, so give generously.   

In a few months we will be looking for 
new members to be on the Executive 
Committee (Ex Com). I'm sure the nomination 
committee would be happy if you volunteered 
to take one of the positions or serve on a 
committee. If you have any questions about 
the nominations process or positions feel free 
to ask someone on the Ex Com. It is a 
rewarding experience and it also gives you 
the opportunity to continue to serve the 
Legion, Veterans, and Families.  On a sad 
note, we have lost a lot of active post 
members to Post Everlasting. So I'm asking 
you to help out with some of the activities that 
are sponsored by the post. These events just 
don't happen, there is a lot of planning and set 
up that goes on behind the scenes. Right now 
I think there are around 10 - 15 people out of 
400 that are making everything happen. So 
think about lending a hand and helping out 
with some of the activities at the post.   I hope 
everyone is getting excited about the 
upcoming Holidays. Here we are in November 
and it will be Thanksgiving soon. Then right 
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Upcoming Events

Nov 1st: WWII Veterans Appreciation Honor Flight 9:30am-11:30am @ 
Grace Church 

Nov 2nd: Sleep Out for homeless @ Aiken Motorcycle @ 6pm-6am 

Nov 3rd: Retiree Appreciation Day @ Fort Gordon @ 8am-noon 

Nov 5th: Veterans Concert @ Grace Church @ 7:30pm 

Nov 8th: ExCom Meeting @ 6pm 

Nov 8th: Silver Bluff HS Veterans ceremony @ 9am 

Nov 9th: Bridgestone ceremony @ 9am 

Nov 9th: South Aiken HS JROTC Veterans ceremony @ 9am 

Nov 9th: Midland Valley HS JROTC Veterans ceremony @ 9am 

Nov 9th-10th: Auxiliary Poppy Sales @ Kroger from 9am-4pm 

Nov 11th: Veterans Day 

Nov 12th: Veterans Day Ceremony @ Wade Hampton Park @ 11am 

Nov 12th: Aiken Veterans Park ceremony @ 11am 

Nov 13th: Veterans Ceremony @ Fox Creek High School @ 9:30am 
RSVP 

Nov 13th: Aiken HS JROTC Veterans ceremony @ 10:50am 

Nov 18th: ALR ride to Posts. KSU @ 9am 

Nov 19th: ALR Meeting @ 6pm 

Nov 22nd: Thanksgiving 

Nov 26th: Legion Corporate Meeting @ 6pm 

Nov 27th: Tree lighting ceremony at Lookaway Hall @ 6pm 

Dec 7th: Legion Christmas Gathering @ 6pm 

Dec 2nd: North Augusta Christmas Parade @ 3pm 

Dec 9th: Aiken Christmas Parade @ 2pm 

Dec 15th: Wreaths Across America Ceremony @ Sunset Memorial @ 
11:30 
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behind it will be December and Christmas / Hanukkah. These are the times for Families to be together and 
celebrate.  Take a moment and remember the times that you were not home for the Holidays.  Remember 
those that are still serving and serving on foreign soil, or in hospitals recuperating from injuries or illness. Be 
Thankful for the Freedom that we help to defend and they are continuing with that mission to fight for our 
continued Freedom.  My wife Carolyn and I want to wish each of you and your families a Happy Thanksgiving,  
Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, and Happy Holidays. If you are traveling during the holidays, be sure and 
take breaks, it's better to arrive late than not at all. 

November Birthdays

Charles Smiley, Robert Williams, Dawn Redmon, Larry Harper, Charles Robertson, David Frey, Leighton 
Johnson, John Altoonian, Edward Zeigler, Theron Donahue, John Smith, William Hall, Rick Bernardi, Randall 
Faulkner, Johnny Rowland, Henry Bodie, Levi Smith, M.S. Ziegler, Robert Scott, Miguel Pereyo, Darrell Young, 
Jamie Rumbaugh, Gregory Trock, Dawn Diver, Herbert Smith, Melvin Boseman, Mark Owen 

December Birthdays

Patrick Sizemore, Matt Fitzpatrick, Scott Wolfe, William Walker, Douglas Abercrombie, Danny Storey, Paul 
Fernandes, John Vanorden, Thomas Weathers, Paul Harless, Stan Bryant, Rickey LePard, Frank Berry, James 
Harris, Kevin Williams, Barry Clark, Don Rhodes, Randy Cooper, Patricia Hannan, Robert Terry 

Adjutant
{Lisa Lane} 

If your birthday is not listed, it is because it is not updated on the MyLegion.org website.  I can update it for you 
or you can do it yourself.  Just send me an email with the date and I can fix it for you. You can reach me @ 
napost71@gmail.com 

Finance Officer
{Web Curl} 

The Post 71 financial posture remains strong as of November 2018. The Post Hall mortgage now stands at 
about $78,000 while our cash in bank and investments total about $126,000. This means that Post 71 currently 
has a positive asset to mortgage balance of about $48,000. Due to the massive success of the annual golf 
tournament last month, October finished with our highest revenue month on record with almost $18,000 in 
gross revenues. With the completion of the golf tournament, the recent termination of our bingo operation and 
the generally slow revenue flow over the winter and spring months, we can expect that our net cash flow will 
slow significantly. Our excellent financial posture will allow us to weather this short-term financial stress while 
pursuing long-term revenue building opportunities. Our strong liquid asset posture also allows for the Post to 
consider retiring our Post Hall mortgage in the very near-term if that is the will of the Post. 

Membership
{Glen Schmolze, 1st Vice CDR} 

We currently are at 294 renewals and need 111 (100% +1) more.  We are 7% above National Benchmark and 
are currently at 63% for the year.  Our November goal is 65%.  We received 10 applications at the Jack-O-
Lantern Jubilee.  All membership renewals are going paperless.  It’s a work in progress so give us time and 
don’t fret over receiving a renewal notice in the mail after you have paid your dues.  This new process will 
make getting your renewals processed much quicker. You can pay your dues online to make it easier and 
faster processing.  

Auxiliary
{Carolyn Wainright} 

The Auxiliary had a successful pancake breakfast on October 20, 2018, and want to thank all patrons that 
supported this event to make it a success. The Poppy sales are going well and want to thank the members and 
Legionnaires for supporting this event. It would not be successful without the community donating to this worthy 
cause. The Auxiliary is always looking for new members, so ask your neighbors and friend about joining the 
Auxiliary. If you have not paid your dues, please try to get it turned by the end of December. 
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Public Affairs
{Ray Willis}  

 Post Everlasting for Jodie 
     American Legion Post 71 lost one of its finest members early last September.  Former Coast Guard 
Lieutenant, Jodie Galloway, journeyed to “Post Everlasting” for eternity.  I don't think the post will ever be quite 
the same without our beloved Chaplain Galloway.  This man always had a ready smile for anyone he 
encountered. His unique and infectious laugh was often heard whenever North August legionnaires met. I 
believe we all miss hearing Jodie.  I know I haven't been the same without the friendship anlove I always felt 
from this wonderful gentleman. I met him when I joined the post about three years ago. Instantly, Jodie and I 
bonded and became the best of friends. Coast Guard friendships have always been special to me. The Coast 
Guard, even today, with increasing numbers, is still at about 40,000. Over the years I've met several Coasties I 
had once served with. Such was the case, when Jodie and I found soon after we met that we had been in boot 
camp in Cape May, New Jersey, at the same time, September to December of 1959. 
     Observing our comrade and post chaplain, bouncing from table to table, spreading good will at all our legion 
post gatherings, was a sight to see. Jodie would lead the gathering with a prayer before all our functions. After 
he had greeted most all in attendance, he'd return to the table I was sitting at and start some kind of dialogue. 
When Jodie's beloved wife, Mary, was with him, they always joined Judy and me. They were a great couple to 
be with. One could tell they were happily in love and joying life. “Buddy, at our next Wednesday morning 
breakfast, you and I will sing two hymns,” Jodie said to me at our last Post Wednesday morning breakfast. No 
sooner than he'd uttered those words when he bounced back up, went over to the mike in front, and 
announced that Assistant Chaplain, Jeff Baumgardner, would be leading us in prayer. That was the last time 
the legionnaires would see or hear from Jodie at a Legion function. My wife, Judy, and I visited him in the 
hospital. The three of us shared we loved one another. A few years ago I started calling friends who had played 
an important part in my long journey through life and shared that I loved them for it. Jodie was one of them. Too 
many of us, alive today, have been sorry when we lost someone dear to them and didn't share how much we 
loved that someone. Post 71 will never be the same without our loving comrade, Jodie Galloway. 

Chaplains Report
{Jeff Baumgardner} 

Members that are at home include: 

Stan Bryant, Raymond Deal, Rick Jordan, Charles Harris, Danny Storey, Melvin Bozeman recovering from hip 
surgery. Don Hastings had back surgery.  

Dr. Marvin Buncher is 96 at home under his wife’s care and would appreciate contact ,  1902 Whitebark Ave. 
North Augusta, SC 

Our oldest Post member 99 yr. old  J. H. “Jug Head” Wilson, 1003 Spruce Ct N. Augusta, SC 803-279-0408, 
would appreciate a visit or phone call 

Members that are residing in nursing homes include: 

Leonard Gavin and Frank Conoly & John Gleie @ Pruitt, Faber Hance @ Carlyle Senior Care of Aiken 

Members who have gone on to Post Everlasting:   

You can reach Jeff Baumgardner (Assistant Chaplain) @ 803-279-7100 

Kitchen
{Ed Vanderhoff} 

The kitchen needs volunteers to help in the preparation and cleaning of the kitchen. The kitchen staff is asking 
anyone that may have photos pertaining to any functions in the kitchen. They are trying to create a collage of 
photos over the past 30 plus years.  If you would like to volunteer to assist in the kitchen or become part of the 
kitchen staff, contact Ed Vanderhoff @ 803-215-7106.  

The Post Recorder �3

x-apple-data-detectors://0
x-apple-data-detectors://0
x-apple-data-detectors://0
x-apple-data-detectors://0
x-apple-data-detectors://1


Breakfast each Wednesday @ 7am November - December 2018 Monthly Mtg/Dinner last Monday @ 6pm

Quartermaster 
{Kevin Joy} 

Here are a list of items that you can purchase from the Quartermaster. 

Historian 
{Don Rhodes} 

   One hundred years ago in November, North Augustans were going through the Thanksgiving and Christmas 
season of 1918 with many loved ones overseas fighting in World War I.   The folks back at the home front 
where doing their part for the war effort, too, including the Boy Scouts in North Augusta.  
     The Augusta Chronicle reported in early November, “The Boy Scouts of North Augusta expect to furnish 
several hundred pounds of material for gas masks.   These scouts are going through the woods gathering nuts, 
etc., to be used in making the carbon necessary in making the masks.  They are requested to take the material 
to the home of the scout master without delay.  The following have delivered large bags of nuts:  Charles 
Rosson and Jack Creighton.”  Rosson in 1923 would earn a scholarship to The Citadel and in 1925 would 
win “The Star of the West” medal for best drilled cadet. 
     Two other North Augusta scouts, the Chronicle reported, Edwin Merrell and Guyton Dyess, also had 
earned “war medals” in the third Liberty loan campaign for selling 10 war bonds during the last week of the 
drive.   Plans had called to present the medals to them in a public ceremony but the Chronicle said “that was 
impossible” due to the flu quarantine being imposed on area public gathering places. 
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ITEM PRICE ITEM PRICE ITEM PRICE

Legion Cover $50 Air Force/USMC/
Army/Navy/Coast 
Guard flag 3x5

$18 US Flag 3x5 $15

Plastic Cap Cover $4 Air Force/USMC/
Army/Navy/Coast 
Guard/SC flag 4x6

$31 US Flag 4x6 $21

Blue Star Flags 
1/2/3/4/5 Star 
8”x16”

$8 Confederate Battle 
3x5

$18 US/SC Flag 9x5 $41

Fancy Spear 7.5” $14 SC state flag 3x5 $19 Betsy Ross 3x5 $26

Motorcycle Flag Kit $14 American Legion 
3x5

$24 US Banquet Flag 
4”x6”

$4

Bible $45 POW/MIA 4x6 $28 Legion Grave Flag 
8”x12”

$5

Grave Markers.   
AL/SAL/AUX

$35 Rider Decal $3 ALR Patches

Baseball Caps Car Tags $5 Small $4

Legion solid / mesh $15 POW/MIA Coin $5 Medium $10

Riders solid / mesh $17 Large $41
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 2018-2019  LEGION OFFICERS 
Commander: Ralph Wainright 
Adjutant: Lisa Lane 
Chaplain:  
1st Vice Commander: Glen Schmolze  
1st Vice Assistant: Greg Trock 
2nd Vice Commander: Randy Mosley  
3rd Vice Commander: Sam Whitaker 
4th Vice Commander/ Assistant QM: Bill Angell 
Finance Officer: Web Curl 
Assistant Finance Officer: John Zentz  
Staff Judge Advocate: Dick Dibble  
Historian: Don Rhodes 
Museum: Ron Pieper 
Service Officer: Dwight Bradham Jr.  
Public Affairs: Ray Willis 
Sergeant at Arms/CC/Quartermaster: Kevin Joy 
VA/VS Officer: Odus Francis 
ExCom at Large #1: Ron Price 
ExCom at Large #2: Jeff Baumgardner  
ExCom at Large #3: Kevin Joy 
ExCom at Large #4: Ed Vanderhoff
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